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Sports
7

The War shaped the 

sports in America. The 

sports business went 

down hill after Pear 

Harbor. Able-bodied 

men were expected to 

serve, and most 

professional athletes 

answered the call.  Early 

in 1941 sports stars 

inducted into the armed 

forces included baseball 

player Hank Greenberg 

and football player  

Dave Smukler and 

Chuck Gelatka by 1945 

509 active major league 

baseball players had 

served and 200 collages 

had disband their 

football teams because 

players went to war, and 

four thousand boxers. 

President Roosevelt 

urged baseball to go on 

though. 

http://www.jewishjournal.com/thegodblog/2

007/12/

Here’s a website that shows 

a picture of Chuck Gelatka  

http://www.corbisimages.com

/Enlargement/U410334ACM

E.html

http://www.ripkensrcollegebaseba

ll.org/published/archives/bombers

06082006.html

http://www.newberry.k12.sc.us/mchs/

baseballww2.html

http://www.corbisimages.com/Enlargement/U410334ACME.html
http://www.corbisimages.com/Enlargement/U410334ACME.html
http://www.corbisimages.com/Enlargement/U410334ACME.html


Swing Dances
1

• The Jitterbug was a 

popular dance which 

originated from a 

Hollywood film

• The Charleston 

lasted from the 

1920s through the 

1940s and smoothed 

out over time

• The Balboa was 

made because there 

used to be signs in 

ballrooms saying you 

couldn’t break away 

from your partner, 

and the balboa kept 

you two tightly 

together

• The Collegiate Swag 

was a very fast 

tempo swing dance 

that many college 

kids did
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jez-dtD1CXc&feature=related

Click on the website above to see the Charleston being done.                 

http://jitterbugphonereviews.com/why-i-love-the-jitterbug-phone/

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jez-dtD1CXc&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jez-dtD1CXc&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jez-dtD1CXc&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jez-dtD1CXc&feature=related


Popular Songs in the 1940s
5, 6 

Song Title Song Writer(s) Song Performer(s)

I Wish I Didn’t Love You So Frank Loesser Betty Hutton

I Don’t Want To Walk With 

Out You

Frank Loesser Harry James and Helen 

Forrest

I Could Write A Book Rodgers and Hart Gene Kelly and Leila Ernst 

Have I told You Lately That I 

Love You

Scotty and Lulu Belle 

Wiseman

Gene Autry 

Be Careful It’s My Heart Irving Berlin Bing Crosby

Dearly Beloved Jerome Kern and Johnny 

Mercer

Rita Hayworth

Day by Day Sammy Cahn, Axel 

Stordahl, and Paul Weston 

Clydine Jackson and Frank 

Sinatra

There were four main types of music: Jazz, Boogie Woogie which got every one up and 

moving, the Charleston which was a classic dance and got people up and dancing, and 

Serenade a slow tempo that was meant for a slow dance or ballroom.



Popular 

Singers
3, 4

The music in this area 

was centered around 

bands and jazz, some 

famous names that 

made this area of music 

so large are:

• Rosemary Clooney 

• Cab Calloway 

•Count Basie

•Artie Shaw

•Frank Sinatra

•Perry Como

•Dorsey Brothers

•Dean Martin

•Gracie Allen

•Ella Fitzgerald

•Judy Garland

•Billie Holiday

•Bing Crosby

http://musiclinernotes.wordpress.com/2010/05/24/rosemar

y-clooney/

http://www.taringa.net/posts/musica/1785799/frank-

sinatra_si-sos-fanatico_entra.html

http://www.musicweb-

international.com/nostalgia/2004/Jan04

/Dean_Martin_smiling.htm

http://www.musicweb-

international.com/jazz/2005/Holiday_Thrill.h

tm

Video clips of singers 

preforming.

singers from the 40s.docx


Popular Actors
2

Cinema was a very big 

thing back then and 

some recognizable 

names are:

•Bing Crosby

•Bette Davis

•Vivien Leigh

•James Cagney

•Joan Crawford

•Judy Garland

•Katharine Hepburn

•Fred MacMurry

•Olivia de Havilland

•Lauren Bacall

http://www.whosdatedwho.com/topic/7901/vivien-

leigh-hollywood-magazine-february-1940.htm

http://www.uulyrics.com/music/bing-crosby/

http://www.bolduchome.com/mallory/musica

ls.htm



Top Movies
8

The forties were the 

heyday for movies :

• Battle of Midway

• Bambi

• Best Years of Our 

Lives

• Casablanca

• Citizen Kane

• Destination Tokyo

• Dumbo

• Fantasia

• Guadalcanal  Diary

• Lifeboat 

• Mrs. Miniver

• Notorious

• Wake Island

http://www.fusedfilm.com/2009/05/retro-review-

casablanca/

http://www.filmarsiv.org/turkce-

animasyonlar/1299-bambi-1-2-

1942-2006-turkce/

http://www.megavideomovies.

net/2010/06/watch-wake-

island-1942-megavideo-

movie.html

http://www.videonear.com/Fantasi

a-2000-Walt-Disney-Pictures-

Presents-VHS-B00003CWPW.htm



Popular Authors and Books of the 1940s
8  9

Book Title Author(s)

The Lottery Shirley Jackson

The Human Comedy William Saroyan 

Native Son Richard Wright

For Whom the Bells Toll Earnest Hemingway 

Animal Farm George Orwell

The Stranger Albert Camus, Mathew 

Ward

I Capture the Castle Dodie Smith

http://www.goodreads.com/boo

k/show/49552.The_Stranger

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/46170.For_Whom

_the_Bell_Tolls



Teenage Male 

Clothing
8  10

The design and quality 

of clothing went down, 

no one wore anything 

flashy, and all natural 

fibers went to the 

soldiers uniforms. Men's 

suits lost vests, pocket 

flaps, and trouser cuffs. 

The Zoot suit was the 

height of fashion. After 

the war designs became 

fuller and more 

elaborate . Men still 

wore hats during and 

after the war. 

http://vintageclothing.about.com/od/1940s/tp/40s-

Men-s-.htm

http://www.howtodovintage.com/how-to-do-

vintage/the-zoot-suit-riots-from-2-tone-to-the-

birth-of-cool-bad-boys-in-suits/

http://images.google.com/hosted/life/l?imgurl=d72

56018289d2592&q=army%20uniform%20of%20t

he%2040s&prev=/images%3Fq%3Darmy%2Buni

form%2Bof%2Bthe%2B40s%26um%3D1%26hl%

3Den%26sa%3DX%26rlz%3D1G1GGLQ_ENUS

359%26biw%3D979%26bih%3D603%26tbs%3Di

sch:1



Popular 

Automobiles
11

The car manufacturing 

field took a great hit due 

to the war. From 1942-

1496 no cars were 

produced. Some popular 

makes and models 

were:

• Jeeps were used in 

the military 

• Packard Clipper

• Town and Country 

Wagon

• Chrysler Saratoga

• Highlander

• Plymouth 

http://www.anythingaboutcars.com/194

0scars.html 
http://www.anythingaboutcars.com/1940scars.ht

ml 

http://www.anythingaboutcars.com/1940scars.

html 



Top Baby Names
12

Male Number Female Number 

James 795,061 Mary 639807

Robert 757,403 Linda 531,485

John 710,948 Barbra 425,124

William 555,908 Patricia 411,302

Richard 477,042 Carol 292,233

David 425,972 Sandra 265,449

Charles 361,419 Nancy 251,960



Devon a.k.a. 

Exeter 
13

Exeter is a co-

educational academy 

that is open from grades 

9-12. It was founded in 

1781 by John Phillips. 

There are over 450 

course to chooses in 19 

different subject areas. 

The school is open for 

five weeks in the 

summer for those who 

want to continue 

academics and athletics. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2008/01/26/elite-prep-schools-

equipp_n_83383.html

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ourstory.info/library/5-AFSIS/famous/images/schools17.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ourstory.info/library/5-

AFSIS/famous/schools1.html&usg=__iLj_EaA5uhsN97yiQWu2YoUyowk=&h=633&w=1008&sz=136&hl=en&start=61&zoom=1&tbnid=9fcvkerIuLKJHM:&tbnh

=160&tbnw=199&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dexeter%2Bpreparatory%2Bschool%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1G1GGLQ_ENUS359%26bi

w%3D979%26bih%3D646%26tbs%3Disch:1&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=127&vpy=234&dur=2&hovh=178&hovw=283&tx=145&ty=62&ei=dnaRTPriFoygnw

erx_W0DA&oei=xnSRTKrpIIXfnAf08MW0DA&esq=22&page=6&ndsp=13&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:61



Medical Discoveries
14  15 

Year of the Discovery The Discovery 

1940 Howard Florey and Ernst Chain 

develop method to produce usable 

form of penicillin; a year later, first 

clinical trials of drug show it has 

remarkable ability to cure life 

threatening infections.

1944 Selman Waksman discovers 

streptomycin, antibiotic effective 

against TB.

1945 First vaccine for influenza.

1947 Parke-Davis announces discovery 

of antibiotic Chloromycetin.

1949 First implant of intraocular lens, by 

Sir Harold Ridley

Flue Shot

http://www.flu-vaccine.org/

Penicillin 

http://www.allergyremedy.org/penicillin_a

llergy.html



New Inventions
16

The Year of the Invention The Invention

1940 Color Television

1940 The Jeep

1942 Electronic Digital Computer

1943 The Slinky

1943 Silly Putty

1945 The Atomic Bomb

1946 The Microwave Oven

1946 The Magic 8 Ball

1947 Tupperware

1948 The Frisbee

1048 Scrabble

1948 Velcro

1949 The Board Game, Cluedo

1949 Airfix Model Kits

http://middleschooladvisory101.blogspot.com/2009_

01_01_archive.html

http://everyoneknowsbest.wordpress.com/2008/06/1

3/time-warp-slinky/



American Propaganda Posters from the Early 

1940s 17

• These posters were used as a means of justifying involvement in the war to ones countrymen, 

supporting patriotism, getting new recruits, and money and fuel for the troops.

http://www.wwii-

collectibles.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc?Scre

en=PROD&Store_Code=WOC&Product_Code=

uspp212&Category_Code=uspp

http://www.wwii-

collectibles.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc?Scre

en=PROD&Store_Code=WOC&Product_Code=

uspw220&Category_Code=uspw

http://www.wwii-

collectibles.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc?Screen

=PROD&Store_Code=WOC&Product_Code=uspa

f201&Category_Code=uspaf



The Draft
18  19  20

• A total of 10, 110, 104 men served between 

November 1940-October 1946

• You didn’t have to serve is you had a 4-F 

classification, they were primarily given for 

bone and muscular malformations, heat=ring 

or circulatory problems, and mental 

deficiency's

• During World War Two there were seven draft 

registrations

• There was very little draft resistance

• In 1940 Congress passed the first peace-time 

draft legislation, which was led by Grenville 

Clark. It was renewed (by one vote) in 

summer 1941. It involved questions as to who 

should control the draft, the size of the army, 

and the need for deferments. The system 

worked through local draft boards comprising 

community leaders who were given quotas 

and then decided how to fill them

• In 1940-43 the Army often transferred soldiers 

to civilian status in the Enlisted Reserve 

Corps in order to increase production. Those 

transferred would return to work in essential 

industry, although they could be called back to 

active duty if the Army needed them. i.

Draft Card

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~talb

otfamilyhistory/6059.htm

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb

.ancestry.com/~chesapeake/surnam

es/horney/horney_military/horney_w

w2.html



World War 2 

Battles in the 

Pacific
21

• The pacific War 

began 7 December, 

1941 with the 

invasion British 

Malaya and the 

attack of Pearl 

Harbor and ended 

15 August 1945

• The Allied powered 

against Japan

• It was the largest 

naval conflict in 

history 

• The formal and 

official surrender of 

Japan happened on 

the battleship USS 

Missouri in Tokyo 

Bay on 2 September 

1945

http://www.igniq.com/2004/09/pacific-storm-in-game-

trailer_07.html

http://www.naval-

art.com/naval_paintings_uss_missouri.htm

Japan’s Surrender

http://aboutjapan.japansociety.org/content.cfm/surrender_uss_missouri



Political 

Leaders 1942-

1945
• Winston Churchill was 

Britain's Prime Minister 

at the time

• Hitler was the Dictator 

of Germany and started 

and led Germany in 

World War Two

• F.D. Roosevelt was 

President in America 

from 1933-1945

• Joseph Stalin was 

leader of Russia when 

Hitler launched 

Operation Barbarossa in 

1941 and saw Russia 

through the war and 

launched the final victory 

in spring of 1945

• Harry Truman bacame

President when FD.R. 

died and finished seeing 

America through the war 

1945-1953 

http://www.solarnavigator.net/histor

y/winston_churchill.htm

Winston Churchill

http://www.chattershmatter.com/2008/12/

17/happy-birthday-to-

you%E2%80%A6adolf-hitler/

Adolf Hitler

http://mdc2000.com/Inspiration.aspx

http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/franklindro

osevelt

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic-

art/562617/3641/Joseph-Stalin-1950

Joseph 

Stalin
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